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glad I did so,1 for it has silenced  the evil  tongue and  provided
[me] an opportunity of becoming acquainted with you*

From the manuscript of Mahadcv Dcsai's Diary. Courtesy; Narayan Desai

23.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

[NADIAD,]
August 17, 1918

CHI.  DEVDAS,

My health today is as good as it can be. Still, I shall have
to stay in bed. I suffered very much. It was all my fault. It
is no exaggeration to say this. The punishment has been commen-
surate with the fault. Please don't worry about me at all. The
nursing leaves nothing to be desired. For every service required,
there are ten persons waiting to offer it and everyone showers the
utmost love. This naturally puts me in mind of you. However,
I have not felt your absence. You serve me best by going on with
your work there2; and, besides, that is our strict rule. We must
conscientiously observe the rigid rule that no one can forsake his
post even on account of illness. I don't feel that I had lost my peace
of mind even for a moment during all this terrible pain, Ba has
come down here. Let us hope that in a few days I shall be
enjoying better health than I used to and observing the rule of
tasteless food more scrupulously.

BUmngs from

[From Gujarati]
Mahadtvbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

1 Vide "Letter to The Tims tf India" t 10-3-1918,
2 In Madras